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Ms. Ozaki of UNODC, 

Ms. Makinwa of the UNGC, 

Distinguished participants, 

It is my honor to address this particular forum on “Business Coalition: the UN Convention against Corruption as a New Market Force”. I wish to welcome all participants representing the business community. We also thank the hospitality of the people and government of Indonesia. 

Today, we are living in a world where individuals and firms are discovering that much of their growth depends on the ability to collaborate with different actors, including the public sector, multiple stakeholders, and new competitors.  Such collaboration requires trust and transparency and no tolerance for corrupt practices. 

We have seen progress made in tackling government and public sector corruption through a network initiative of related governments, organizations, civil society, and the private sector. Unfortunately, however, addressing corruption in the private sector has not been strong enough and we need firm action to address the demand and supply side of corruption in the private sector as well. 

The UN Global Compact which I represent today has a clear objective of addressing such calls for more transparency and cleanness.  More than 4,000 Global Compact participants and companies, whether large or small, shall take a step in leveraging their good corporate governance to have profound impacts on the effectiveness of global anti-corruption campaigns. 

Today, responding to the request of multiple stakeholders, the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC) takes a gigantic stride towards eliminating corruption.  It also gives particular importance on the private sector for achieving the goals of the convention, namely through Article 12, Article 21 and Article 22. In the fight against corruption, the private sector has to assume further role in responding to the call of world citizens.  Together with other initiatives, the 10th principle of the UN Global Compact and the UNCAC will be our major weapon in our fight against corruption. 

Today’s meeting is timely held as we have the 2nd Conference of the State Parties to the UN Convention against Corruption.  Through the engagement of the panelists and the audience, this session can be invaluable in embarking on talks on Corporate Integrity Standards and dialogues between large companies and SMEs as well as on UNCAC as the “Insurance Policy” to safeguard business investments. 

I hope we can formulate a good plan of action in promoting the common goal for a business world free from the fear of corruption. 

Thank you. 

1. Urge the governments of State Parties to disseminate information about the UN Convention against Corruption so that the general public has awareness of this convention and join efforts for eradicating corruption. 
2. Encourage the governments of State Parties to commend and acknowledge private sector entities for excelling in endeavor for anti-corruption better than reprimanding such activity as an act of minority. 

