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Firms and the MDGs
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Firms and the MDGs
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Step 1. Create benchmark: 
MDG Scorecard
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Sources

Support
documents

Commission for Private Sector Development, 2005; 

Forstater et al, 2002; IBLF and WBCSD, 2004; Shell 

Foundation, 2005; UN, 2001; UN, 2003; WBCSD, 2005

Direct input

Dutch Sustainability Research, 2005; GRI2, 2004; Nelson 

and Prescott, 2003

To create indicators, several sources were used. 

�Support documents: enligheting

�Direct input: used to generate indicators



Step 1. Create benchmark: 
MDG Scorecard
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Step 1. Create benchmark: 
MDG Scorecard
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0 No information No evidence found

1 Incidental No deliberate effort

2 Informal Deliberate but it lacks a formal 

commitment

3 Formal Deliberate, there is a formal 

commitment

4 Internalised Deliberate, formal commitment, 

management system

5 Results Deliberate, formal commitment, 

management system, it has yielded

results
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Step 2. Test the benchmark: 
universe of firms
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Spanish energy companies (utilities and oil)

�Endesa
�Gas Natural
�Iberdrola
�Repsol YPF
�Unión Fenosa



Step 3. Test the benchmark: 
sample of countries
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Step 4. Test the benchmark: 
process
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Results 
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Ranking per country
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Conclusions  
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Implications of research 
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mdgscan: focus on impact (economic linkages). External. 
Contributions to each country. 

No country specific. No industry specific.  
Based only on corporate self-reported data

Focus on scope: many companies

Mdg scorecard: focus on effort. Internal. Corporate practices and their 
results. Data per country and industry (replicate to other industries 

with slight changes). Introduces third party reports (allows for
negative contributions): more credible. 

Focus on depth: know a lot about TNCs and MDGs in a given industry


