LLM (HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRATISATION IN AFRICA) PARTNERS’ CONFERENCE

8 – 9 DECEMBER 2008

This conference, which takes place on the two days preceding the graduation of the LLM (Human Rights and Democratisation in Africa) ‘Class of 2008’, on 10 December 2008, brings together the 30 students on the programme, as well as two representatives from each of the partner faculties, namely: Addis Ababa University (Ethiopia); American University Cairo (Egypt); Makerere University (Uganda); Université Catholique de l’Afrique Central (Cameroun); Universidade Eduardo Mondlane (Mozambique); University of Ghana; University of the Western Cape; University of Mauritius; University of Pretoria. Other participants will include representatives of the newly formed Centre for Human Rights at the University of Nairobi. 

The aim of the conference to provide an opportunity to students and participating faculty representatives to reflect on issues linked to human rights and democratisation in Africa; and to give some of the students a forum in which to present the summarised findings of their dissertations. 

PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME
Venue: Student Representative Council Hall, main campus of the University of Pretoria

Monday 8 December

08h00 – 08h30
Tea; Registration 

08h30 – 10h30
Theme 1: Democratic transitions and recent elections in Africa

Chair: 


Ms Abigail Booth (Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Nairobi) 
Speakers:

Dr Ben Twinomugisha (Dean, Makerere University)

Elections and democracy in Africa

Prof Michelo Hansungule (Professor of International Human Rights law, Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria)

The link between democracy and poverty 

Mr Taz Musarurwa (LLM student, Zimbabwe)

Creating sustainable democracy in Africa: An African supranational body for the effective 
supervision of election in Africa

10h30 – 11h00
Tea

11h00 – 12h30
Theme 1 (continued): Keynote address 

Chair:


Mr Paulo Comoane (Universidade Eduardo Mondlane) 
Speaker: Justice Johann Kriegler (Chair of the Commission) 

A perspective on the 2008 Kenyan elections

13h00 – 14h00
Lunch 

14h00 – 16h30
Theme 2: Poverty reduction: the role of law and human rights

Chair: 


Dr Atangcho Akonumbo (Université Catholique de l’Afrique Central)  

Speakers:

Mr Yonas Birmeta (Addis Ababa University) 

Poverty reduction, the role of law and human rights—an Ethiopian perspective 

Dr Lilian Chenwi (Community Law Centre, University of the Western Cape)

Towards an Optional Protocol to the ICESCR

Mr Hilary Ogbonna (LLM student, Nigeria) 

Growing without poverty: The role of good governance and pro-poor growth in the realisation of socio-economic rights and human development in Africa

Mr Remember Miamingi (LLM student, Sudan) 

Inclusion by exclusion? An assessment of the justiciability of socio-economic rights under the 2005 Interim National Constitution of the Sudan

Tuesday 9 December

0830 – 10h30
Theme 2: Poverty reduction: the role of law and human rights (continued)

Chair: 


Dr Odile Lim Tung (University of Mauritius) 

Speakers: 

Prof Kofi Quasigah (Dean, University of Ghana) 

Poverty reduction, poverty reduction, law and human rights - The Ghanaian perspective

Ms Sarah Swart (LLM student, South Africa) 

Unaccompanied minor refugees and the protection of their socio-economic rights under human rights law

Prof Benneh (University of Ghana) 

University of Mauritius 

10h30 – 11h00
Tea 

11h00 – 13h00
Theme 3: Human rights education: strategies for improvement and innovation

Chair: 
Dr Fikremarkos Birhanu (Addis Ababa University; Chair of LLM Council)

Speaker: 

Dr Jonas Grimheben (Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Sweden) 

Introduction to human rights education and human rights-based methodologies 
Group discussion 

13h00 – 14h00
Lunch 

14h00 – 16h00
Theme 4: Human rights and business
Chair: 


Ms Futhi Ntoba (Chairperson, Deloitte) 

Speaker: 

Mr Andre Fourie (CEO, National Business Initiative) 

1600


Alumni Conference 2009: brain-storming session 
Chair: 


Prof Frans Viljoen (Centre for Human Rights, UP)

19h00


Conference and pre-graduation dinner 

