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Ambassador Luers,
Chairman Rudin,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Before | begin, | want to clarify one thing. Itabout my name and the pronunciation. | want to
tell you, it is not ‘moon’ as Chairman Rudin jusid so | should make the record straight this
morning. My name is pronounced “ban”, not “beeMy name, as pronounced in Korean, can
be spelled out in many different ways in Engligha-n or b-a-h-n. It should have been b-a-h-n,
not to create misunderstandings, or — b-a-n omb-g3-a-n. Somehow, this b-a-n was crafted by
me when | first began learning the alphabet, Ehgiphabet. So I've been writing this b-a-n
without knowing that sometimes the real meaninthsf b-a-n is something to ban. This was
only up to when | became a high school student.

As time went by, my name had been registered ssats or in the schools, and it
began increasingly difficult to change my name fio@a-n to other ways of writing my name,
like b-a-h-n. When | became Foreign Minister, agaany people and my name had already
been spread all throughout the world. | decidedmihbecame the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, that | should change my name tmsg.t But | have realized that, in our world,
there are so many things to ban in fact, as Segr&aneral, that is very relevant to my job —
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, tteyndiseases which needs to be banned
through our collective wisdom and efforts. Thatvisy | decided to keep my name spelled as b-
a-n. But, please remember that my name is proremltizdn”, not “baen”. But | will try to ban
all what is not good for everyone.

| thank the Business Council for the United Natigdghe UNA-U.S.A. and the
Association for a Better New York for hosting tigathering. | very much appreciate this
opportunity to meet so early in my term with suckide array of New York’s business, civic
and community leaders. | am especially gratefulyfmur having welcomed me so warmly to
your city. But let me remind you that | am nottieasger to New York. | have been posted here
before, in the late 1970s as junior officer in fRermanent Mission of the People’s Republic of]
Korea to the UN, and then again in 2001 at the tifthe September 11 terrorist attacks — | was
here on that very day -- and so have seen theatggme of its most challenging moments. | am
glad to be back here again, and proud to call Newk Yny home.

New York is one of the greatest cities in the wordis a fitting host to its many
international visitors, who can come to witnesstfliand what a vibrant multicultural democracy
looks like. This global city and the global orgeation | am privileged to lead, are a good
match. Like the United Nations, there is somethinmspirational about New York as a great



melting pot of different cultures and tradition&nd if this is the city that never sleeps, the
United Nations works tirelessly, around the cloodusad the world.

Indeed, New Yorkers should be proud of their loagding record of support for the
United Nations. It was the generosity of the Rdekers of New York that provided the land
that now houses the United Nations headquarteus.th® building itself, though imposing, is
today obsolete and unsafe in many respects. Gowstsrhave now agreed to support a major
refurbishment of the landmark complex over the sexten years. The process has involved
careful planning with much oversight, and | am peghthat we are finally ready to proceed. |
thank Mayor Bloomberg for his unstinting suppdte has been a strong backer of the UN’s
presence in the city, as a matter of principle la@chuse he understands the economic and other
benefits it brings. In fact, a few days ago, | tiketyor Bloomberg and he assured me of his
strong support and assistance for the UN and elvbrks of the UN, and particularly the
renovation of the headquarters building. | ho,tamong you, somebody will follow the path
of the Rockefeller family.

The renovation will ensure that the complex is ppad with up-to-date facilities and
meets modern-day health, safety and energy reqaimem The refurbished complex will be
safer not only for staff members, but also for themergency response personnel — New York’s
finest and bravest — who may need to enter. Butilisany major construction process, this will
involve some disruptions for the neighbourhood fama&ommuters on the East Side. Maybe |
can help to reduce the traffic jams, particulanlyidg the General Assembly sessions, to advise
the visiting heads of state and government to th&esubway, as Mayor Bloomberg does!

| look forward to maintaining good community retats during the extended construction
period, and may be asking for advice from the arpeed “New York builders” in this room.
In any case, | hope you will bear with us and supps as we restore one of the treasures of the
New York skyline. It will be well worth it to thigreat city in the long run.

Of course, the importance of the United Nationsléov York runs far deeper than its
landmark building and the traffic jams our meetingsy have caused you. In today’s globalized
world, the United Nations has a vital role to plaghat means bringing not just its headquarters
into the 21st century, but upgrading its managemeatttices and its culture as well. One of my
top priorities is to bring increased transparem@gountability, efficiency and mobility to the
Organization.

As global interdependence deepens and spreads,uslare struggling to find new ways
of cooperating and doing business. Economies altdres are becoming ever more connected
through technology and commerce. Over the pagrakslecades, millions of people across the
world have benefited from enormous advances imseigtechnology and liberalized trade.

At the same time, new threats and challenges haeeged that must command our
attention. Terrorism and organized crime transcate borders. Those are the things which
I’'m going to ban. Diseases such as AIDS have Bpezading rapidly, destroying human lives
and disrupting economic activities. Climate chaagd environmental degradation pose major
challenges, and not only to future generationgqurality and poverty can lead to instability and
conflict, as we have seen time and again.



In short, we face serious risks to our shared hiéges prosperous, more secure and
peaceful world. As we consider how we can begiaed, | would like to stress two points.

First, the United Nations is the only organizatwith the worldwide membership, the
global reach, and universal legitimacy needed tresb today’'s global challenges. When a
disaster strikes, like the tsunami in Southeasa ASN workers are already on the ground to
respond. The UN’s impartiality allows it to negdé and operate in some of the toughest places
in the world. And time and again, studies havenshthat UN peacekeeping is far more
effective and done with far less money than whgtgovernment can do on its own.

Second, the United Nations can only do its job priypwith partners. We will need to
forge even closer ties with civil society groupsyridations, academic institutions, the media,
labour unions, and the private sector. Each hapiarcontributions to make. But let me say a
special word about the private sector, since soyrbasiness leaders are in this room today.

Business and the United Nations might seem to Hdferent purposes. Business has
traditionally focused on growth and profit. Theitéd Nations focuses its energies on peace and
security, poverty reduction, and human rights. Bany of our objectives are the same: building
and supporting strong economies and communitiesjging opportunities for people to pursue
a livelihood, and ensuring that everyone can liveignity. In these goals, the UN and
businesses are partners. Business cannot survthe\a if societies fail or if people feel that
their security is threatened. Business is incregigiaware of this symbiotic relationship with
society, and of the role that responsible busipesstices can play in fostering the very stability
that business needs to prosper.

The United Nations and business need each othern&¥d your innovation, your
initiative, your technological prowess. But buss@lso needs the United Nations. In a very
real sense, the work of the United Nations canie&ed as seeking to create the ideal enabling
environment within which business can thrive.

* Our efforts to maintain peace and eradicate pg\edso serve to stabilize the world
economy and prepare the ground for productive invests.

* Our work to safeguard the environment helps prioggobal common goals.

* Our technical standards and norms in aviatioipphg, telecommunication, trade,
intellectual property rights and other areas arargrortant part of the “soft infrastructure” of the
global economy.

* Most important of all, the United Nations advaeswalues that are the cornerstone of
an interdependent world: freedom, justice and #ecpful resolution of disputes; better
standards of living; equality and tolerance and aamghts. Globalization can work only if
these values are paramount. Business could navaualdl not operate without contractual and
trust-based relations. Neither can global socidtye United Nations fills this void.

At the center of the Organization’s engagement Withiness is the United Nations
Global Compact. The Compact has become the wdddjest voluntary corporate citizenship
initiative, with 3,000 business participants fromomathan 100 countries. It brings together
government, business, labour and civil society th lgtobally and locally based on the



conviction that business practices rooted in usi@ieprinciples can help bring social and
economic gains. The Compact works with businesedpect human rights, to ensure safe
workplace conditions, to exercise environmentaé@ard to practice good corporate governance.
Quite apart from the sustainable value this haaditbto companies and communities, these
activities have also had an unexpected feedbaektethe UN system itself, in working with
business, is learning ways to make its own operatinore effective and efficient.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today’s collaboration between the United Nationd atiher partners recalls the
Organization’s foundational spirit, when politiog scholars, business leaders and others shared
the belief that business, trade and investment essential pillars of peace and prosperity. As
Secretary-General, | am enthusiastic about carrfgngard this spirit. | believe you will find in
me someone who is focused on real results, ancesiezl in engaging with you. |, in turn, will
look to you for help and support, including for tdBl's renovation. We need you to advance
universal principles within your spheres of inflaen And | hope that you will also speak out in
favour of a strong United Nations, in New York ardund the world, and on the importance of
U.S. leadership and engagement in the Organization.

All of us have a stake in getting these relatiopshight. So let us work together to make
the right choices -- choices that will bring meayfiih change to billions of people around the
world.

Thank you again for your warm welcome and kindrgton, and your support.



